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AGRICULTURE ACTION PLAN
FOR THE YEAR 2018-19

INTRODUCTION

Development of Agriculture Sector in Andhra Pradesh

AndhraPradesh State is “thebejewelled ricebowl of I ndia.” Agriculture play an importantrole in the
livelihood of people, as 62% of the population in AndhraPradesh live inrural areasand depend onagriculture
andrelated livelihood opportunities. Agriculture Sector contribute 30%share in State GDP. Theagriculture
playsanimportantrole notonly inthe economy butalso for achieving the food security for the state and also for
the country. Our mainchallengesare, growing water scarcity, degrading natural resources like landand decreasing
per capitaavailability of land and water resources. Further, rainfed agriculture inthe stateand agriculture inthe
coastal regionisvery muchvulnerable tothe impacts of natural calamities and state is stepping ahead against
these challenges.

The State of Andhra Pradesh with 13 districts has great potential for agriculture and allied sectors. Andhra
Pradesh State consists of six agro climatic zones and five different soil types to grow wide range of crops
throughoutthe year.

The Government accords the highest priority to the agriculture sector and the welfare of farmers. The
constraints and problems which have been troubling the farmers over the years will be addressed through a
systematic approach. Every effortwill be to make agriculture inthe state productive, profitable, and sustainable
and climate resilientthrough building the partnerships with research organizations.

Governmentof Andhra Pradesh has designed a strategy to transformthe agriculture and allied sectors to
enable AndhraPradeshamongstthe best three performing statesin Indiaby 2022 after 75 years of independence
by implementing the Action Plan as per the Vision 2022

The Primary Sector mission is the main mission and the following are the objectives:

(@ increasing productivity of the primary sector;

(b) mitigatingthe impact of drought through water conservationand micro irrigation;

(c) increasingthe croppingintensity.

(d) Promotionof weather specificcropping patternto mitigate droughtsituations.

(e) postharvestmanagementto reduce the wastage;and

() establishmentof processing, value addition capacity and supply chain of the identified crops.

(e) Doubling the net returns of the Farmers.

As per the 3nd advance estimates the contribution of GVAfrom Agriculture sector alone is Rs. 30,901
crores on constant price during 2017-18.

Asystematic approach forachieving targetted GVAof Rs. 36,740 with growth rate of 16.55 % for the year
2018-19 has been planned.

Outofthe 23 growth engines identified in Agriculture and allied sectors, 9 crops have been selected as
growthenginesinagriculture namely, paddy, maize, redgram, blackgram, bengalgram, groundnut, cotton, sugarcane




and tobacco. The targeted area, production and productivity of these growth engines are furnished in the
annexure.

About The Department of Agriculture

Economical crop productionisthe life line forafarmer, who sheds hisenergy notonly for his livelihood but
also for the survival of the fast growing population. Itistherefore, the fundamental duty of the governmentisto
safeguard the interests of the farmer. The department of agriculture as one arm of the government has been
establishedto performthe functions inthe process of harmonizing the farming community.

The major Kharif cropsviz. paddy, cereals like maize, jowar, bajra, ragi and pulses are produced in the
State known for their rich nutrient contentare the staple diet of millions of people. Inaddition to the these crops,
Pulses like Redgram, Blackgram, Green gram etc., are under cultivation in major extent.

To make the missionareality, the department is adopting the following strategies.

% Distribution of soil health cards and soil test based fertilizer recommendation

% Transparency inquality Seed distribution by adopting Aadhar enable Bio-metric System.

< Promotion of self- reliance in seed production among farmers through CMSS.

< Promotionof Integrated Crop Management (ICM) through INM, IPM, efficient water management,etc.
< Encouraging of organic farming to meet the demands of World Market.

% Supply of Micro nutrients like Zinc, Iron, Boron, Magnesium based on the Soil test results.
% Reclamation of problematic soilsto restore the productivity

< Natural Resource Management through watershed approach for agricultural land developmentand
environmental stability

% Calamity managementintheeventofdrought, floods, hailstormsetc.
< FarmMechanization - for cost effective farming practices.

< Promoting Farmer Producer Organizations for technical and monitory benefits in Organic Farmingand
Millets.

< Facilitate the farmertoavail ininstitutional agricultural credit with special focus ontenant Farmers.
< Providingincomeassurance through Crop Insurance

% Re-engineering extensionapproach for effective extensionreach

% Empoweringthe farmerwithadvance Agricultural practices

% Capacity enhancement of Departmental Staff for an efficient extension of technology.

< Provide day-to-day informationto farmer on crop production, input supply, and marketing through
Internet Servicesand AGRISNET




The Infrastructure

The Departments has astrong man power resources consisting of more than 5,800 extension staff of field
andsupervisory cadre. Thestaffisperiodically oriented with the advance technology emerging fromtimetotime
by re-engineering through trainings, workshops, interactions etc. Inaddition, the department supportsanumber
of Farmers Training Centers, toequip the farmerwith necessary details and knowledge for successful agriculture.
Forfurther strengthening of departmentatvillage level, 4354 Multi-Purpose Extension Officerswere recruited
inthe State.

The Allied Departments/Agencies

Theresearchsupportto the Department isendowed by the State Agriculture University and the National
and International Institutes. The inputsupportissolicited through various autonomous bodies like APSSDC,
APSAIDC,APMARKFED,APOILFED, etc., The other coordinating departmentsare Horticulture, Sericulture,
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, Irrigation, Forestsand Power are also involving in preparation of Action Plan
for increasing the net income of the farmer.
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Rainfall (2017-18)

Agriculture in Andhra Pradesh is dependant on rainfall and agricultural production depends upon the
distribution of rainfall. The influence of South-West monsoon on Agriculture production is predominant. Normal
rainfall was received during South-West Monsoon(+2 percent), deficit rainfall was received during North-East
Monsoon (-40 percent), Winter period (-91 percent) and summer season (-18 percent).

Rainfall 2017-18 (in mm)
S. No. Season —
Normal Actual  |% Deviation
1. South — West Monsoon (June — Sept.) 556.0 567.1 +2
2. North — East Monsoon (Oct. — Dec.) 296.0 177.5 -40
3. Winter Season (Jan. — Feb.) 15.8 1.4 -91
4. Summer Season ( March- May) 98.4 80.9 -18
Total 966.2 826.9 -14.4
Irrigation

Thegrossirrigated area under differentsources was 35.82 lakh ha., and the net irrigated areawas 27.19
lakh ha.,andthe irrigation intensity was 1.32. In AP, the major source of irrigation is ground water followed by

canals.
sNo.| Source Gro§s Area Net_ Area Irrigatio_n
Irrigated Irrigated Intensity

1 Tanks 251 236 1.06

2 Canals 1601 1225 1.31

3 Ground water 1616 1162 1.39

4 Other Sources 114 96 1.19
TOTAL 3582 2719 1.32

Gross Irrigated Area Percentage Source Wise

3.2 7.0

B Tanks
W Canals
451 14.7 » Ground water

m Other Sources
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Crop wise Irrigated Area

The irrigated area under important crops in AP is as follows:

(lakh ha)

S.No Crop Areaunderthecrop | Arealrrigated | Percentage
1 Rice 21.05 20.35 96.67
2 Maize 2.50 1.85 74.00

3 Groundnut 10.13 1.26 12.43
4 Cotton 4.72 1.00 21.18

5 Other crops 35.78 6.33 17.69
Gross area sown 74.18 35.82 48.29

Source: DES 2016-17 data

Energization of Wells

Wells and tube wells are the major source of irrigation and irrigate a gross cropped area of about 16.16
lakh hain AndhraPradesh. Therearearound 15.09 lakh energized wellswithaconnected load of 75.35 lakh
K.W. Thedistrictwise breakupisas follows:

Low Tension
Agriculture
S .
District
No No. of
Services Connected

Load (K.W)
1 [Srikakulam 29927 88048
2 |Vizianagaram 38531 118046
3 [Visakhapatnam 38006 113520
4 |East Godavari 47905 350864
5 |West Godavari 91444 938136
6 |[Krishna 92484 483805
7 |Guntur 88090 375155
8 |Prakasam 140990 612195
9 [S.P.S Nellore 158778 703078
10 |Chittoor 296106 1464449
11 [Y.S.R Kadapa 142428 812855
12 |Anantapur 214257 890987
13 |Kurnool 130549 584554




Land utilization

Netsown areaunder differentcrops is 59.38 lakh ha. and areaunder fish culture is 1.39 lakh ha. The land
utilization particularsinA.P.areasfollows.

S.No | Category Area (lakh ha) % to Total
Geographical area
1 Geographical Area 162.97 100.00
2 Forest 36.88 22.6
3 Barren and Uncultivable Land 13.46 8.3
4 Land Put to Non- Agricultural Uses 20.48 12.6
5 Cultivable Waste 4.14 2.5
6 Permanent Pastures & Other Grazing Lands 211 1.3
7 Land under Miscellaneous Tree Crops &
Groves not included in Net Area Sown 1.57 0.9
8 Other Fallow Lands 8.60 53
9 Current Fallows 14.96 9.2
10 | NetArea Sown (including fish & Prawn culture) 60.77 37.3

CROPPING INTENSITY:

Cropping intensity isone of the indices for assessing the efficiency of agriculture sector. The cropping
intensity i.e. the ratio of gross area sown to net area sown is 1.25. The level of cropping intensity movesin
consonance with the behavior of the monsoonand availability of irrigation water.

Geographical Area (in percentage)

H Forest

B Barren and Uncultivable
Land

® Land Put to Hon- Agricultural
Uses

B Cultivable Waste
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Tree Crops & Groves not
included in Met Area Sown




Land holdlngs

Agriculture production depends upon the size of farm holdings to a considerable extent. According to the
2010-11census, the average size of farm holding in the state is 1.06 hectares and the same is likely to decline
year after year due to further fragmentation of the farm holdings onaccount of increasing population.

AndhraPradesh has 76.21 lakh farm holdings withanarea of 80.96 lakh ha. The number of farmholdings
under various categories and the land operated by them (2010-11) is indicated below:

Number of | AreaOperated Percentage
S.No Category Holdings (ha) Number of Area
Holdings Operated

1 Marginal (upto 1.0 ha) 4983611 2160351 65.39 26.68
2 Small (1.0t0 2.0 ha) 1591012 2250594 20.88 27.80
3 Semi Medium (2.0t0 4.0 ha) 796198 2099811 10.45 25.93
4 |Medium (4.0t0 10.0 ha) 230419 1282010 3.02 15.83

5 Large (10.0 ha &above) 19878 303674 0.26 3.76
Total 7621118 8096440 100.00 100.00

Itisevident from the above table that the marginal farmers are about 65.39 percent operating only 26.68
percent of area, small farmers are 20.88 percent in number operating 27.80 percent of area where as semi
mediumto large farmerswho have 13.73 percent holdings operate 45.52 percent of the area. The average size
of holding in Andhra Pradesh state is 1.06 ha.

Cropping Pattern (as per DES 3 Advance Estimates)

In APduring2017-18, 28 important cropsare cultivated inboththe seasonsi.einanareaof 59.63 lakh
ha. The important crops grown are Rice (22.08 lakh ha), Maize (3.27 lakh ha), Pulses (13.69 lakh ha),
Groundnut (7.33lakh ha), Cotton (6.46 lakh ha), Chillies (1.20 lakh ha) Tobacco (0.82 lakh ha) and Sugarcane
(0.991akh ha). During 2017-18, out of total areasown, 61 percent covered under Kharif crops and remaining
39 percent under Rabi crops.

Production Targets for 2018-19

Thetargeted food grain productionfor 2018-19is186.41 lakh MTswhichisanincrease of 16 percentover
2017-18. Itincludesincreased production of 14 percentin Paddy, 15 percentin Maize, 33 percentin Pulses,
and 30 percent in Oil seeds.
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